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Case Overview
2009 December 14th 

Widespread Blizzard and Winter Storm Conditions

600 am CST December 14th 600 pm CST December 14th

925 mb 925 mb

Images courtesy of NOAA Storm Prediction Center
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Storm Total Snowfall 
Widespread Blizzard Conditions & Heavy Snow

Fargo, ND

Image courtesy of 

NOHRSC
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The Post Storm Survey

Preliminary Results

2008 December 14th

820 Post Storm Survey Responses

Widespread Blizzard and Winter Storm Conditions
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PSS Responses
2009 December 14th

0% 1% 2% 50% 15% 1% 1% 5% 5% 19% 6%

1. Where do you get your weather information 

on a regular Basis?
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PSS Responses
2009 December 14th
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2. During this storm where did you get your 

weather information?
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PSS Responses
2009 December 14th

16% 10% 17% 20% 15% 0% 8% 12% 4%
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Winds
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Blowing 

and 

Drifting 

Snow

Freezing 

Rain/Ice

Heavy 

Sleet

Extreme 

Cold

Dangerous 

Wind 

Chills

Other

3. Based on the forecast, what did you feel was the 

primary threat from the storm?
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PSS Responses
2009 December 14th

50% 27% 23%

Yes No Somewhat

4. Based on the forecast, did you feel 

this was a typical storm?
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4% 30% 4% 39% 5% 0% 24% 71% 15%

Prepared 

emergency 

survival kit

Purchased extra 

food/water

Filled 

Perscription

Filled vehicle 

with gas

Purchased 

salt/shovel

Purchased a 

generator

Increased 

communication 

with 

friends/relatives

Allowed more 

time for/did not 

travel

none

5. Based on the forecast, what special preporations did 

you take for this storm?

PSS Responses
2009 December 14th
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PSS Responses
2009 December 14th

14% 34% 17% 5% 23% 35%

Left 

work/school 

early/late

Cancelled 

scheduled 

plans, 

appointments, 

and/or 

activities

Did not attend 

work/school

Made special 

arrangements 

(such as 

carpooling, 

child care, etc.)

Postponed or 

cancelled travel 

plans

I did not alter 

my regular 

routine

6. How did you alter your daily routine during this 

storm?
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52% 11% 13% 24% 3%

Road conditions Schools/businesses 

closed

Consistancy/urgency 

of forecast

Specific type of 

weather (freezing 

rain/heavy snow, 

high winds, etc.)

other

7. If you did alter your routine, what specifically 

made you do so?

PSS Responses
2009 December 14th
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PSS Responses
2009 December 14th

17% 16% 5% 56% 6% 13%

Did not think storm 

would be 

disruptive/significant

Had set 

commitiments that 

could not be 

moved/missed

Timing of forecast 

was unclear

Did not have any set 

plans 

Forecast was not 

trusted

Other

8. If you did not alter your routine, what convinced you 

alterations were not necessary? 
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 2008 December 20th

 2008 December 30th

 2009 January 3rd

 2009 January 12th

Post Storm Survey 
Responses & Results

View All Responses From Season 2 (Winter 2009)

View Survey Responses by Event

Please Refer to the below links for More Post Storm Survey Results

View Responses From Test Season (Winter 2008)

Visit the Northland Winter Storm Archive for event summaries

PSS_2008Dec20.pdf
PSS_2008Dec20.pdf
PSS_2008Dec20.pdf
PSS_2008Dec20.pdf
PSS_2008Dec30.pdf
PSS_2008Dec30.pdf
PSS_2009Jan3.pdf
PSS_2009Jan3.pdf
PSS_2009Jan3.pdf
PSS_2009Jan3.pdf
PSS_2009Jan12.pdf
PSS_2009Jan12.pdf
PSS_results.pdf
PSS_results_test.pdf
http://test.crh.noaa.gov/dlh/?n=winterstormarchive
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Post Storm Survey

Please Refer to the All About the PSS 

Slideshow for details into the Post 

Storm Survey.

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/Image/dlh/slideshows/PSS_background.pdf

PSS_background.pdf
PSS_background.pdf
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How to get involved?

If you are interested in hosting a link to the 

Post Storm Survey on your website, please 

send an email to 

poststormsurvey@gmail.com
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Thank You!

Matt Taraldsen
Saint Cloud State University

Meteorology-Communications Student
poststormsurvey@gmail.com

Amanda Graning
Forecaster/Meteorologist

National Weather Service, WFO Duluth, MN
amanda.graning@noaa.govPost Storm Survey Team
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